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* STUDY TAB 

Hu. Gia Pass Choke Point .. ' •’ 

** • Route 12, Laos . 

Reporting period* 23 Fob. - 21 April « 53 days v’ , ' 

Route capability ** 600 STPD during dry season* 1 * .-v’"-... a / . • 

53 days ' ■. ' 

/ 600 STPD ' 

31,300 ST — m aximum tonnage capability for 53-day reporting period* 

Photos reveal Mu Gia Paso Choke was closed by air strikes and seeding ’ 
for min i m um of 2& days, creating a loss in through-put tonnage of * : ‘ " ’ 
16,800 tons* This figure does not include delays or cratering as a ^ a ' 
result of seeding operations since thero were days when photo 
reconnaissance missions wore not flown or poor quality photography -V 
precluded interpretation* It is safe to assume that some capability 
was denied the Communists as a result of seeding* 

Thus* • V ‘ y-. : v .^y. : ‘ ^ * : y 

31,300 ST 

• 16,800 « ' . • • :•> ; • •* 1 


, l£,600 ST possible thru-put, or ; 
15*QOO ST ^83 


53 days 


STPD < inability, a drop from 600 STPD 


•J . * v 


cle-secf &\fy, P A hutCj ; ^eAigj. 


. TOWNGRADED At 12 YEAR 
JNTERVM; MdT litrCMATIOALLY 
"" ~ DOB J D1H" 52u0.10 ‘ r 
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STUDY TAB 


Mu Gia Pass Choke Point 



Mi an 

Description of Damage 

Indication of Movement 

Remarks 

JJS.O0 ox Xus sion 

28 Feb. I9fc5" 

r Li-O jj.ua 

BRIT 2373 
(strike) (Seed) 

Light crater action 

None 

Traffic blocked 

1 March 

YT 3211 (Recon) Additional craters 

None • 

Traffic blocked 

2-3 March 

None 


Presume still damaged 
but being repaired. 

Traffic blocked 

A March 

Mona 


Presume damage repaired 
and is trafficable • 

Trafficable 

5 March 

IT 2342 

Light cratering 

.. but route appears 

passable, crater damage 

Trafficable 




minor. - 


6 March 

Hone ; 


Assumed trafficable 

Trafficable 

7 tSarch 

•’ • ;■ ; '-{ ' 




8 March 

, IT 2347 

Crater damage (minor) 

Used since 5 March 

No difficulty in bypass. 
Little repair necessary. 

9 March ">• 

^ Stan V , . 

No new damage, minor 
cratering from 8 March ■_ 
repaired. 

Trafficable 

* ^ •. *.Y ,• '■*, 

Trafficable 

10 March 

: . - Hone ' ,i\. 

•' ■' •*. /; -'--M; ' -.-i •■*}■; 

* . v. .• ••• mi - n , ■ * • -*i k '• •> ' , . • .. ? 

Trafficable 

'' . 

. ' * , * .. 

- Y . ' M Ktf 2 '• -J 3 1 ’ * 

MO FOuti^iv'Oi.SoEM ; ir 

pp v ' V : ' ’■ 
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Date of Mission Mission 


Description of Damage 


11 March 


12 March 


13 March 


lif— 15 March 


16 March 


17-18 March 


19 March 


20-22 March 


BUT 1471 Two new craters, and 

strike and seed road seeded 


Indication of Movement Remarks 

Photography reveals Traffic blocked by new 
vehicular traffic since craters. 

8 March recon. 


Ron 10 


IT 1473 


Road still cut by slide 
from 11 March strike. 

Assume road still cut by 
slide but in process of 
repair. 

impairs could 
completed on slide, if ; - 
delay bcmbs did no further 
damage . 

Photos reveal no new 
damage, previous damage 
repaired. 


Hone 


Traffic blocked 


Traffic blocked 


None : Assume no new damage 

from previous seeding 
operations. v . 

$ijy~ I S/ O ' • 

BRIT 1511 Eew cratering, earth. 

Strike and seed slide across road. 


Route still blocked by • „ 
slides and craters but in 
process of repair. 


Assume route traffi cablet Route traffi cable . 


Photos reveal vehicle Route trafficable 
traffic. •, • d ■' 

None Route trafficable 


Vehicle tracks indicate Route now blocked 
route used prior to , v - 

this strike. . ■ d ; 

, - Route still blocked 


d;:;;; v; > ■ SES5E|d.;' J NQ'' FDREm“; DISSEM • 
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Data of Mission Mission 
23 March Bu3ter 8 


24 March 


25-26 March 


1 April 


EKY? 2333 , 
strike and 
seed 


27 March None 

28 Jkirch BRIT 1532 

strike and 
seed 


29-30 March : r 
31 March Staa 6 


BRTT 2333 
strike and 


Description of Damage 

Poor quality of photo-:’ 
graphy precludes interpre- 
tation. . V. 


Indication of Movement 


Remarks 

Assume route- trafficable 

RcMe. fcUdceJ 


Heavily cratered with heavy Ho vehicle tracks since Route blocked 
earth slide. 


Assume route still 
blocked, but repairs in 
progress. 

Assume damage repaired 

Ho new damage as result 
of operation. 


19 March. Footpath 
indicates possible 
portage operation. 


Photos reveal traffic 
over route since 24 
March recon. Many signs 
of hand reconstruction 
along original alinesaaat. 


Route blocked 


: Route trefficabli 

Aftkl f* 


Ho new damage 

Hew cratering and slides. Work and new vehicle 
i ; ; tracks appear on north 


Trafficable 
Trafficable 
Route blocked 


side of slides with work 
progressing south. , 


2 April ’ *• ' None 


Assume still repairing 
road. : 


Route blocked 
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Date of Mission 

Mission 

Description of Damage 

Indication of Movement 


3-4 April 

5 April 

EOT U8A / 
strike and 
seed , 

Assume repairs completed. 

New landslides* craters, 
and heavy boulders present 
obstacles. ' 

No vehicle tracks. 

Remarks 

Route trafficable 

Route blocked 

6 April 

Rone 

1 

Assume route still blocked 
but being repaired. 


Route blocked - 

7 April 

BR 1536 

strike and seed 

Road still blocked. 


Route blocked 

8-9 April 

Rene 

Assume route still in 
process of being repaired. 


Route blocked 

10 April 

IT 3756 • 

ij.-c-wj.oua damage almost 

.... - v ■ 

. 


11 April 

12 April 

13 April 

14 April 


None 
jr 3752 

SLIT 2500 
Alan 7 

■ 

a jo/Jg; 


~ * j ^4. 

rah* ole use, repairs 
continue* 

Repairs probably completed. 
No new damage. 


No new damage* 

Poor quality photography 
precludes interpretation/ 


Repaired and traffic- 
able. 


■ ’ • ^ C t ]'*r- 
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traffic on night of IQ 
April 


Route traffi cable 
Route traffi cable 

Route trafficabla 
Route trafficable based 

no new damage as of 

13 April* 

oS a (x>u& 

Sajno.c as 




Date of Mission Mission. 


Description of Damage. 


Indication of Movement.. 


Remarks 


' to • - 1 ' ' ■••T Route possibly closed, 

17, 18, xv, , • v .\- roadwatch team near choke 

20> 21 April point reports no traffic* 


21 April , SLIT 2333 


Since 13 April, addition- None 
al cratering evident but ~ . 
craters and slides bypassed 
and/or repaired. Repair 
time unknown. ;/ / \V ■ , 

. vo«S. (?1 OtkeJ 
& rtM'n'/rvw^iri $»*£, day 
Ir^SiU l<j- 4 / £J Cir4 


Route appears trafficable 
but photos reveal no signs 
of vehicle movement through 
choke area. 
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SECRET 

THIS IS A COVER SHEET 

BASIC SECURITY REQUIREMENTS ARE CONTAINED 
IN AR 380-5 

THE UNAUTHORIZED DISCLOSURE OF THE INFORMATION CONTAINED 

IN THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT(S) COULD RESULT IN SERIOUS 

DAMAGE TO THE UNITED STATES 

RESPONSIBILITY OF PERSONS HANDLING THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT(S) 

1. Exercise the necessary safeguards to prevent unauthorized disclosure by 
never leaving the document (s) unattended except when properly secured 
in a locked safe. 

2. Transfer document (s) only to persons who need to know and who possess 
the required security clearance. 

3. Obtain receipt whenever relinquishing control of the document (s), as 
required by local regulations. 

STORAGE 

Store as prescribed in AR 380-5. 
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1. SECRET material originating in an agency outside the Department of 
Defense will not be reproduced; copied, or extracted without the consent of 
the originating agency. 

2. The reproduction, extraction or copying of SECRET material originating 
within the Department of Defense is authorized except when the originator 
or higher authority has specifically denied this authority. 

3. Reproduction of Joint Chiefs of Staff papers is not authorized. 
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